
INVITING US INTO HER MODERN AND MAJESTIC MAJORCAN HOMEINVITING US INTO HER MODERN AND MAJESTIC MAJORCAN HOME

TELLS HOW HAVING QUEEN LETIZIA OF SPAIN AS A FANTELLS HOW HAVING QUEEN LETIZIA OF SPAIN AS A FAN
IS THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN OF HER THRIVING BUSINESS IS THE JEWEL IN THE CROWN OF HER THRIVING BUSINESS 

HELENA NICOLAUHELENA NICOLAU
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‘It was a complete ‘It was a complete 
surprise to see Letizia surprise to see Letizia 
wearing my earrings. wearing my earrings. 

It’s a mystery how It’s a mystery how 
she got them’she got them’

Helena beside the pool (above) with children Pablo 
and Carlota at the family’s holiday home in Pollensa, 
on the northern coast of Majorca, where the jeweller 
finds inspiration from the spectacular sunsets and 

mountain views (right) 
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S
he’s one of the most glamorous European 
royals and, like many of us when on holiday, 

Queen Letizia of Spain likes to find a unique 
little something to add to her wardrobe – the 
perfect reminder of a carefree time. 

She had just the thing during her family’s 
traditional summer break on Majorca: earrings 
in the shape of tiny golden prawns, which, the 
first time they appeared curled delicately around 
the style-savvy royal’s lobes three years ago, 
caused a fashion frenzy. 

Fans were frantic to know where they came 
from and soon, jeweller Helena Nicolau’s phone 
started ringing off the hook in her home on the 
island’s capital, Palma. 

“It was like an explosion,” she says. 
It was all the more surprising since 42-year-old 

Helena hadn’t been in the jewellery business 
long – she had started making pieces by hand 
while at home with her two children.

She says it’s a mystery where Letizia, whose 
annual break on the Balearic island with King 
Felipe and their daughters Princess Leonor, 
14, and 13-year-old Infanta Sofía came to an 

s

Wearing pieces from 
her Sun Gold line, 
Helena is ready for a 
day outside, 
although pet dog 
Cala is more 
interested in staying 
cool indoors, trotting 
up the beautiful 
modern staircase 
(above right)
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To offset the bare 
architecture of the beach 

house, Helena chose warm 
oaks for the doors and 

flooring, while palm trees 
in the atrium (left) bring the 

beauty of the island’s 
natural life indoors

‘I was born and ‘I was born and 
grew up on grew up on 

Majorca. The island Majorca. The island 
is my greatest is my greatest 
inspiration’inspiration’
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end last month, came across her work. 
What isn’t a mystery is what inspires the 
covetable pieces. “I was born and grew 
up on Majorca so the island I love is my 
greatest inspiration,” says Helena. 

Helena loves the Balearic isle so much 
that the family’s holiday retreat is in 
Pollensa, a peaceful enclave on the 
northern coast that’s hosted travellers 
including Winston Churchill and Agatha 
Christie. As she shows us around the 
avant-garde house and introduces us to 
children Carlota and Pablo, Helena tells 
us how island life has shaped her art. 
You’ve been coming to Pollensa since 
you were a child, Helena…
“Pollensa is paradise – definitely my 
favourite spot in Majorca. I spent every 
summer here with my parents and my 
four siblings. It’s where my parents met 
and fell in love and it’s where I met my 
husband Santiago. I learnt to swim and 
sail in this bay and it’s where I built dens 
with my friends. 

“Now it’s where I spend summers with 
my own family. My mum and my parents-
in-law have houses here, too, so it’s a real 
family get-together each summer. 

“You’ve got so much to enjoy on this 
strip of coast.”
What inspired you when you decorated 
this house? 
“Craftsmanship, things made by hand 
and the style of the Mediterranean. 

“Architecturally, the house is very stark, 
so I aimed for something warmer with 

the decor. I chose oak for the doors and 
floors. Then there is artisanal furniture, 
local rush mats and fabric prints and 
lamps made of hand-blown glass bottles.”
What do you like most about being here?
“The peace and quiet and the views. To 
be able to see the sea and at the same 
time hear the sheep bleating on the 
mountainside.”
Tell us about your interest in decor…
“I studied interior design and spent 
about ten years doing that, working 
especially with luxury brands. Although 
these days I devote myself to my jewellery, 
I’ve got to say the two fields are very 
similar in terms of creativity.

“When we built this beach house in 
2008, I got involved in interior design 
again as I went about decorating it. The 
architect, Guillermo Reynés, a great 
friend of ours, encouraged me to 
experiment and since then I’ve 
undertaken a few other interiors projects 
for friends, which has been great fun.”
What made you start your jewellery line?
“When I became a mum, I wanted to find 
another way to be creative and I wanted 
to fulfil my dream of making jewellery. 

“I began in an artisanal way, making 
my own pieces with stones I bought here 
and there in India and Africa. Afterwards, 
I started providing sketches, although I 
was setting the stones myself. 

“Then, after a few years, I had to 
choose whether to focus on interiors 
or jewellery. Luckily, Santiago 

s

Majorcan rush mats, hand-
blown glass lamps and a table 
made from a plough reflect 
Helena’s love for quality, 
artisanal pieces. The garden 
(below) offers a shady retreat 
from the summer heat
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‘What do I like 
most about being 
here? The peace 
and quiet and 

the views’

With its welcoming, rustic-
chic look and spectacular 

views over the bay, the 
dining room offers the ideal 
spot for languid meals, with 

guests sitting comfortably 
in the curved wooden 

Carl Hansen chairs
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Helena is not the only person to 
love Majorca. King Felipe and 
Queen Letizia visit the island 

each year with Princess Leonor 
and Infanta Sofía (all far right), 
with Letizia sporting a pair of 
Helena’s prawn earrings on a 

visit in 2017 (right)
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supported me unconditionally, 
which gave me the push I needed 
to launch my brand.”
How important has Santiago’s 
support been?
“He’s the nicest thing that ever 
happened to me; the central pillar 
my life’s built on. He’s really 
intelligent, with a unique sensibility, 
and I have to admit he has a much 
more rational approach than I do 
so he always gives me good advice. 

“That said,  he trusts  me 
completely on anything creative 
and encourages me to turn my 
ideas into reality. I think we make 
a great team.”
What inspires you?
“Nature and the Mediterranean 
constantly feed my creativity. I’ve 
adored sketching since I was very 
little and I love beautiful things, 
so any detail or experience that 
captures my senses becomes a 
source of inspiration.

“I try to create pieces to stand 
the test of time, that can be passed 
down from mother to daughter. 
Time brings my pieces alive.”

How do you go about creating 
your pieces? 
“I’ll get an idea and I draw it 
straight away. Once I’m happy 
with the design, I send it to the 
master craftsman who I’ve worked 
with for a long time now. Then 
I refine the look of it as the 
production goes along. 

“I’ve got about 50 designs ready 
at the moment.”
Queen Letizia has also worn your 
almond blossom earrings for a 
black-tie reception on the island. 
How did she discover your work?
“I honestly don’t know. It was a 
complete surprise to see her in my 
earrings and it’s still a mystery.”
What impact did it have on 
your career?
“It was like an explosion. That 
same day, the media started 
contacting me for details. My 
family and friends kept calling 
and sales really took off.”
How would you define the 
Queen’s style?
“She’s always known how to 
make the most of any trend 

Featuring cushions covered 
with a typical Majorcan print 
from nearby craft workshop 

Teixits Vicens, the master 
bedroom is very much in 

keeping with Helena’s natural 
style and contrasts sharply 

with the modernist appeal of 
the exterior (below)

‘Nature and the ‘Nature and the 
Mediterranean Mediterranean 
constantly feed constantly feed 
my creativity’my creativity’

s 11

0123456789

91HMZ2037111.pgs  28.08.2020  13:00    

H
E

L
E

N
A

 N
IC

O
L

A
U

 H
O

U
S

E
 M

a
d

ri
d

  



Pollensa’s bay acts as a striking backdrop to the terrace, where tree tables made by local store 
Mestre Paco reflect the scenery. Surrounding the house are dry stone walls in a warm honey hue, 
typical of the region (below left and right). The mix of sea and mountain is what Helena loves 
most about the house. “To be able to see the sea and at the same time hear the sheep bleating…”

and adapt it to suit her. I’m fascinated by the 
way she wears both high-end designers and 
pieces from Zara and Mango, but I think her 
greatest strength is the way she gives everything 
her own unique twist. She’s definitely one of my 
style icons.”
Do you think she’s representative of how 
Spanish women dress?
“Absolutely and she’s one of the best-dressed 
queens in the world. She has an elegance and 
poise that captivate you and at the same time 
she always looks just right for her role and the 
occasion. I believe that a lot of other sovereigns 
follow her style and that’s why.

“She loves fashion and knows what to pick for 
a wedding or a state visit. But she also surprises 
us with some really accessible casual looks.” 
Which personality would you most like to see 
wearing your designs?
“Several celebrities and models have worn them 
and it’s always an honour when that happens. 
I’d love to see Caroline of Monaco, Charlotte 
Casiraghi, Queen Sofia of Spain or Queen 
Máxima of the Netherlands with my pieces.”
Would you like your daughter Carlota to follow 
in your footsteps?
“I’d love that. Although she’s very young, she 
already loves fashion and has started trying on 
bits of my jewellery. 

“I’d be so happy if she did what I do, but what 
I want most is for her to do what she enjoys 
and can throw herself into.” 

INTERVIEW AND PRODUCTION: RODOLFO VERA 

CALDERON 

PHOTOS: JULIO FEROZ

H

With thanks to Cortana and Mestre Paco.

12

0123456789

BLACK YELLOW MAGENTA CYAN

A
R
T

P
R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

C
L
IE

N
T

S
U

B
S

R
E
P
R
O

 O
P

V
E
R

S
IO

N



‘‘My mum and my My mum and my 
parents-in-law have parents-in-law have 

houses here, too. It’s a houses here, too. It’s a 
real family get-together real family get-together 

each summer’each summer’

Helena and her 
businessman husband 
Santiago Domenech, who 
she met on the island and 
married in 2006, have a 
splashing time with 
Carlota, Pablo and Cala
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