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Ah, bonnie Scotland! A wild and beautiful part of the world, where you can explore the rugged
highlands or enjoy the colour and vibrancy of cultural capitals like Edinburgh and Glasgow. The
Scots are fiercely proud of their little nation, and rightly so! Visitors to this dynamic land won’t
just find kilts, ceilidhs and misty lochs, they’ll also come across stellar modern food,
outstanding contemporary galleries and perhaps even – depending on when you go – one of
the biggest comedy and arts festivals in the world.
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TRANSPORT TALK

BY WHEELS

BY BIKE

BY TAXI

It’s definitely a good plan to
hire a car in Scotland. The
road-trip scenery is truly
spectacular and you are
free to stop and get out
every time you want to
take a picture.

Scotland has an extensive
National Cycling Network
comprised of a series of
bike paths, which include
both city and coastal
routes as well as urban
cycle paths.

Taxis in Scotland are easily
come by. Flag them down
on the street of larger cities
or head to taxi ranks. If you
are somewhere more rural,
you may need to book one
ahead of time.

BY WATER

BY AIR

BY BUS OR TRAIN

If you want to pay a visit to
any of Scotland’s 100 or so
inhabited islands, you’ll
have to factor in a ferry.
Operators include
Caledonian MacBrayne
and Serco NorthLink
Ferries.

Scotland has four main
airports: Glasgow, Glasgow
Prestwick, Edinburgh and
Aberdeen, plus many
regional airports. All
accessible from UK
airports.

Local transport services in
and around Scotland’s
towns and cities are widely
available and getting
around should be easy!
Check
travelinescotland.com for
live feeds.
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HIDDEN GEMS AND ACTIVITIES
Sandwood Bay
Stroll around this stunning
2.5-kilometre stretch of
dusty pink sand. Be
prepared to walk more than
6 kilometres from the car
park in Blairmore.

Cairngorms
Reindeer Centre
The UK’s only free-range
reindeer attraction. You
can trek up to see gentle
antlered creatures in
their mountain enclosure
and even stroke and
feed them.

Inverness
Aberdeen

Kelburn Castle
Kelburn Castle in
North Ayrshire dates
back to the 13th
century and is
among the oldest in
Scotland!

Fingal’s Cave
Fingal’s Cave is well
worth going out of
your way for! The
views of its basalt
pillars are truly
mesmerizing.

Glasgow

Hidden Gems
Picks for Kids
Best Activities
Foodie Delights

TOP PICKS FOR KIDS
Spot the Wildlife

Tree-top Adventure

See the Dolphins

The Highland Wildlife
Park mixes all of the fun of
a safari park and a zoo in
one experience, so you can
drive around and see all
the animals in their natural
environments or head to
the zoo and get a bit
closer.

Adventures are never far
away in the highlands of
Scotland. If you feel like
monkeying around, Go Ape
offer the chance for zip
lining and other treetop
adventures, with three
locations throughout the
country.

Taking to the water is an
ideal way to have fun with
the kids. EcoVentures offer
boat tours, concentrating
on the wildlife you’ll find
here – if you’re lucky, you
may encounter dolphins, or
a whale!

Lock ‘em Up

Spectacular Views

Play Harry Potter

Scotland’s venerable
historic and cultural legacy
is worth investigating too.
Inveraray Jail is a real
interactive experience,
giving the kids an insight
into the grisly life of a 19th
Century gaol.
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Scotland has so many
spectacular castles., it’s
hard to choose! Why not
try Eilean Donan Castle?
Adults can enjoy the
spectacular views while
the weapon displays and
battlements are bound to
keep the kids entertained.

The Jacobite steam train,
which runs along the West
Highland Line, is about as
close to the magical
Hogwarts Express as a
muggle can hope to get!
Enjoy views of the 21
arches of the Glenfinnan
Viaduct.

MAP IT OUT: WHERE TO FIND THE BEST FOR KIDS

See the Dolphins
Inverness
Tree-top Adventure

Spectacular Views
Aberdeen
Play Harry Potter
Lock’ em up

Glasgow

Spot the Wildlife

CROWD-PLEASERS: BEST ACTIVITIES
Drive a Classic Car

Dip with the Sharks

Be like Robin Hood

One utterly memorable
way of seeing the Scottish
highlands is by renting a
classic car, and taking it for
a spin! Go all out with the
blistering speed and grace
of a Caterham 7 from
Highland Caterham Hire.

One watery activity in
Scotland that might not
instantly spring to mind is
swimming with sharks –
luckily, these are basking
sharks and won’t pose any
danger. If you’re up for
thrills check out Basking
Shark Scotland.

A spot of archery is a great
way to connect with the
castles and battles that
pepper Scotland’s history
and landscape.
Rothiemurchus can sort
you out with your bow and
arrow.

Gear Up for Adventure

Go Pony Trekking

Nifty ‘Wee Red Buses’

One of the best ways to
see Scotland is on a bike.
You can take a tour of the
grand cities or head out in
the countryside with a
couple of pub stops.
Edinburgh Bike Tours are a
great place to start

Why not get even more
romantic and hop on
horseback? Newtonmore
Riding Centre can provide
your steed and give you a
bit of training, before a trek
to see the countryside in a
whole new light.

If you’re feeling lazy but
still want to connect with
the history of Scotland,
there are plenty of
opportunities! Heart of
Scotland Tours offer a jaunt
on their buses that’ll take in
sights of historical interest.
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MAP IT OUT: WHERE TO FIND THE BEST FOR GROUPS

Inverness

Drive a Classic Car

Be like Robin Hood
Aberdeen
Go Pony Trekking

Dip with Sharks

Glasgow

Gear Up for Adventure
Nifty ‘Wee Red Buses’

BEST FOODIE DELIGHTS
The Peat Inn

Strathearn Distillery
The Strathearn Distillery
in Methven doesn’t offer
whisky, instead
concentrating on the joys
of Scottish gin. You can
enjoy a tour, a tasting and
even whip up your own
batch with some fruity
botanicals.

Tasting Scotland
The Peat Inn is an 18th
century Michelin-starred
inn, which focuses on
quality, locally-sourced
fare. The elegant and
contemporary interior
lends a chicness to the
rural location, near to the
stunning St Andrews.

The Three Chimneys

If you want to take in
everything delicious
Scotland has to offer in a
single day, head to St
Andrews and try
the Tasting Scotland tour.
you’ll certainly get through
a lot and be glad that you
did.

Waterfront Fishhouse

Dishes to Try
Why not head down to
Scotland's Critically
acclaimed The Three
Chimneys on the Isle of
Skye? It offers inspired
dishes in a breathtakingly
remote location, it’s well
worth going out of your
way to eat here.
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When you’re in Scotland,
you simply have to try
haggis! Also, while in
Scotland, deep-fried Mars
Bars are a must to try.
These fish shop delicacies
sound weird, but they’re
actually pretty delicious!

Scotland’s seafood is
rightly lauded. For some of
the best, try the Waterfront
Fishhouse.
You’ll find everything on
offer from fresh oysters to
scallops and hot smoked
salmon.

MAP IT OUT: WHERE TO FIND THE BEST FOR FOODIES

The Three Chimneys

Inverness
Aberdeen

Strathearn Distillery
Waterfront Fish house
The Peat Inn

Glasgow
Tasting Scotland

We’d like to think we know travel pretty well. Since we first hatched Oliver’s Travels
in 2003 it’s been essentially all we’ve talked about. You could call us obsessed.
Our extensive blog, Oliver’s Journal has got tons of information and inspiration on
locations across Europe and the Caribbean. It’s a one-stop shop for family-friendly
holiday fun, the best group activities, foodie finds and a good dose of adventure.
If you found this travel guide useful, (we hope you did!), you can find a whole host
more on the blog, too!
At Oliver's Travels we don't do ordinary. From family chateaux in France and
luxury holiday homes in Scotland, to Mediterranean villas with pools and
Caribbean beach villas, we have something for everyone, everywhere.
.
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