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LOWEST TEMP. 

PEAK SEASON

ALGARVE 101

Though most people tend to see the Algarve as all about the beaches and a holiday on the 

Med, there’s far much more to it than that. There’s actually a load of fascinating culture and 

history, superb cuisine and enthralling adventures to be had, though we’d be the first to admit 

that the beaches are pretty special too, with lots of sand, spectacle and wonderfully clean 

water.

EURO 
TWO PIN ROUND 
PORTUGUESE  
112

GMT +1 
33° C 
12° C 
MAY - SEPT
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BY WHEELS 

Car hire is very popular in 
Portugal and gives the 
maximum freedom. Roads 
are good, and many of the 
coastal routes boast 
sensational sea views. 

BY BIKE 

The Algarve’s rural bike 
routes offer a very 
enjoyable, although often 
hilly, way to explore some 
of the region’s smaller 
villages.  

.

BY TAXI 

Taxis in the Algarve are 
easy to spot: they all have a 
sign saying ‘taxi’ on the 
roof. They are available 
from the stands at the 
airport. In towns you can 
hail from the street. 

BY WATER 

Ferry crossings to the 
Algarve include sailing to 
Santander or Bilbao 
followed by a car journey. 
The journey by car from 
either is these ports is 
around 9.5 hours. 

BY AIR 

In the Algarve there is only 
one airport and that is Faro, 
 Travel from UK to Faro 
Airport daily scheduled 
flights are available from 
UK airports. 

BY BUS OR TRAIN 

Two reliable bus 
companies, Eva 
Transportes and Renex, 
service the Algarve and 
also head inland too via 
Loulé. 

TRANSPORT TALK

http://www.eva-bus.com/


HIDDEN GEMS AND ACTIVITIES

Hidden Gems 
Picks for Kids 
Best Activities 
Foodie Delights

Santa Luzia 
Take a detour to discover the 
tiny, whitewashed village Santa 
Luzia. Join the locals eating 
octopus at the harbour-side! 

Olhao 
Head to Olhao, The large fishing 
port is home to one of the biggest 
indoor fruit, vegetable and fish 
markets in the Algarve!

Foia 
For sensational views that will 
give you a real perspective, 
head to the highest point in 
the Algarve!  

Zavial 
This picture-perfect cove has 
silky sand and an arc of 
turquoise water, The calm sea 
is great for swimming! 

Faro

Lagos

Silves

http://goo.gl/maps/rzryAWmUQQk
http://goo.gl/maps/rzryAWmUQQk
http://goo.gl/maps/rzryAWmUQQk
http://goo.gl/maps/rzryAWmUQQk
http://goo.gl/maps/6unkfMxVdn12
http://goo.gl/maps/6unkfMxVdn12
http://goo.gl/maps/6unkfMxVdn12
http://goo.gl/maps/6unkfMxVdn12
http://goo.gl/maps/5g3peFgy5Gn
http://goo.gl/maps/5g3peFgy5Gn
http://goo.gl/maps/5g3peFgy5Gn
http://goo.gl/maps/5g3peFgy5Gn
http://goo.gl/maps/oMR9oNTPQt72
http://goo.gl/maps/oMR9oNTPQt72
http://goo.gl/maps/oMR9oNTPQt72
http://goo.gl/maps/oMR9oNTPQt72
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Dream Wave Algarve offer 
several sorts of boat 
cruises around the 
Algarve’s coast, but 
the kids are bound to be 
utterly spellbound by the 
one that takes place on a 
pirate-themed sailing 
vessel. 

Older kids might be more 
tempted by the challenges 
at Albufeira Surf and SUP. 
Everyone can try their hand 
at surfing, and stand-up 
paddle boarding is an easy 
and low-impact water 
sport option.  

Heading out from Albufeira 
is Dolphins Driven, which 
takes you out on an 
exciting excursion to see 
some dolphins in the wild. 
Offering two trips both 
highly recommended! 

Catch Some Waves  Spot the Dolphins

Parque Aventura, will bring 
the whole family together! 
As you traverse a 
challenging treetop tour on 
bridges and ropes – and 
children as young as four 
are welcome on the 
easiest routes.

No summer family holiday 
is complete without 
flinging yourself down 
some awesome water 
slides, (so says every kid 
we know!). Slide and 
Splash has lifeguards at 
every ride and caters for all 
ages.

Kids will be wide-eyed with 
excitement at Krazy 
World Zoo offering a 
wonderful opportunity for 
animal-loving children to 
observe and interact with 
some of their favourite 
species! Younger children 
can enjoy pony rides. 

Meet the Animals

TOP PICKS FOR KIDS

Swing Like a Monkey Waterpark Fun

Sail the Seas

http://www.dreamwavealgarve.com/en/homepage-2/
http://www.albufeirasurfsup.com/
http://www.dolphins.pt/index.php?LANG=EN
http://www.lusoaventura.com/en/the-adventure-parks.html
http://www.slidesplash.com/en/
http://www.krazyworld.com/
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Sail the Seas

MAP IT OUT: WHERE TO FIND THE BEST FOR KIDS

Catch some Waves 
Spot the Dolphins 

Swing like a Monkey  

Get Match-Ready  

Meet the Animals  

Lagos

Faro

Silves

Waterpark Fun

http://goo.gl/maps/CBZyrh87Pfs
http://goo.gl/maps/CBZyrh87Pfs
http://goo.gl/maps/CBZyrh87Pfs
http://goo.gl/maps/CBZyrh87Pfs
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https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Vale+do+Lobo+Tennis+Academy/@37.0761648,-8.1475669,10.75z/data=!4m7!1m4!3m3!1s0xd1ab49966d96365:0x143e286dba764e61!2sAv.+Florida,+8135-034+Almancil,+Portugal!3b1!3m1!1s0x0000000000000000:0x24d03d063d85f1bd?hl=en
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Vale+do+Lobo+Tennis+Academy/@37.0761648,-8.1475669,10.75z/data=!4m7!1m4!3m3!1s0xd1ab49966d96365:0x143e286dba764e61!2sAv.+Florida,+8135-034+Almancil,+Portugal!3b1!3m1!1s0x0000000000000000:0x24d03d063d85f1bd?hl=en
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http://goo.gl/maps/oJo8YvLFSpJ2
http://goo.gl/maps/oJo8YvLFSpJ2
http://goo.gl/maps/oJo8YvLFSpJ2
http://goo.gl/maps/oJo8YvLFSpJ2
http://goo.gl/maps/oJo8YvLFSpJ2
http://goo.gl/maps/DMxGCyiCFm32
http://goo.gl/maps/DMxGCyiCFm32
http://goo.gl/maps/DMxGCyiCFm32
http://goo.gl/maps/DMxGCyiCFm32
http://goo.gl/maps/DMxGCyiCFm32
http://goo.gl/maps/izde7gGY2LT2
http://goo.gl/maps/izde7gGY2LT2
http://goo.gl/maps/izde7gGY2LT2
http://goo.gl/maps/izde7gGY2LT2
http://goo.gl/maps/izde7gGY2LT2
http://goo.gl/maps/PFmjvnaqoPL2
http://goo.gl/maps/PFmjvnaqoPL2
http://goo.gl/maps/PFmjvnaqoPL2
http://goo.gl/maps/PFmjvnaqoPL2
http://goo.gl/maps/PFmjvnaqoPL2
http://goo.gl/maps/SmbZsb1qBr12
http://goo.gl/maps/SmbZsb1qBr12
http://goo.gl/maps/SmbZsb1qBr12
http://goo.gl/maps/SmbZsb1qBr12
http://goo.gl/maps/SmbZsb1qBr12


www.oliverstravels.com

The further inland you go in 
the Algarve, the more of 
the region’s landscape 
you’ll get to see! Bike My 
Side is a great tour – you’ll 
be whisked around the 
countryside in a motorbike 
side car!

If you’re looking to 
cycle, Bike A Wish can not 
only provide you with bikes 
to hire but can also take 
you on guided tours 
tailored to your tastes! you 
can visit historical sites, 
local landmarks or even go 
Horse-riding! 

Fancy doing something a 
bit different? Try renting a 
Segway from  Algarve by 
Segway –whizz around 
taking in all the stunning 
scenery the Algarve has to 
offer! 

Taking advantage of the 
Algarve’s expansive coast 
is a must! Hire a boat 
through Southwest 
Charter? The skipper will 
do all the hard work, you 
can kick back in the stern 
or enjoy the thrills of life at 
sea at your leisure.

Natura Algarve runs tours 
that explore the swamps 
and wetlands – and they 
even provide you with your 
own set of binoculars, as 
well as stopping on the 
picturesque island of 
Cultura for some lunch.

Quinta dos Vales produces 
some of the Algarve’s best 
wines, and as well as the 
tasting tours, the estate 
maintains a beautiful 
flower garden that 
contains artworks and 
sculptures by local artists.

CROWD-PLEASERS:  BEST ACTIVITIES

Ride Pillion Style Back in the Saddle 

Drop Anchor Wine Taste Among Art Spot Rare Birds 

Shimmy Your Way 

http://www.bikemyside.com/
http://www.bikeawish.com/
http://algarvebysegway.com/
http://southwestcharters.com/
http://www.natura-algarve.com/
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Ride Pillion Style 

MAP IT OUT: WHERE TO FIND THE BEST FOR GROUPS

Back in the Saddle 
Shimmy Your Way 

Drop Anchor 
Spot Rare Birds 

Wine Taste Among Art Lagos

Faro

Silves
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You can enjoy some of the 
finest dining on the 
Algarve at the Ocean 
Restaurant . Boasting two 
Michelin stars, the 
sumptuous preparation 
and indulgent menus are 
something that’s really 
worth savouring! 

With a course at Taste 
Algarve. Lasting half a day, 
you’ll firstly start by 
learning about the 
Algarve's produce before  
learning  how to prepare 
your own Portuguese feast 
– and then, of course, 
tucking into it!

Gourmet Natural  is a must 
for carnivores who want to 
try something new! Their 
speciality is parrilla, 
a Uruguayan-style 
barbecue, and the steaks 
are a dish that you’ll 
remember long after 
you’ve flown home.

Try the beachside eats at 
Ferragudo’s Restaurante 
Rei das Praias. With 
sumptuous and relaxed 
decor, wonderful views 
and the freshest of 
seafood on the menu, it’s a 
relaxing and totally unique 
experience.

Portuguese wine is getting 
a better and better 
reputation with each 
passing year, so make sure 
you get on-trend early and 
explore some of the 
Algarve’s wineries! 
Try Adega do 
Cantor vineyards! 

A dish that sums up 
everything that’s wonderful 
about cuisine in the 
Algarve is the cataplana. 
You can get some 
amazingly fresh seafood 
on the Algarve and grilled 
sardines are a must try!

BEST FOODIE DELIGHTS

Taste Algarve Adega do Cantor 

Gourmet Natural

Dishes to Try 

Rei das Praias

Ocean Restaurant 
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Taste Algarve

MAP IT OUT: WHERE TO FIND THE BEST FOR FOODIES

Ocean Restaurant 

Adega do Cantor 

Gourmet Natural 
 

Rei das Praias  Lagos

Faro

Silves
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www.oliverstravels.com

0800 133 7999
Get in touch Follow Us

We’d like to think we know travel pretty well. Since we first hatched Oliver’s Travels in 

2003 it’s been essentially all we’ve talked about. You could call us obsessed. 

Our extensive blog, Oliver’s Journal has got tons of information and inspiration on 

locations across Europe and the Caribbean. It’s a one-stop shop for family-friendly 

holiday fun, the best group activities, foodie finds and a good dose of adventure. If you 

found this travel guide useful, (we hope you did!), you can find a whole host more on 

the blog, too!  

At Oliver's Travels we don't do ordinary. From chateaux in France and 
 castles in UK, to family resorts in Algarve and rustic hilltop villas in Italy, we have 

something for everyone, everywhere.  
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